January 17, 2024
The Lord wants you to live in His light.

Mt. 5:10-12 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all
kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. (NI1V)

As Christians, we have all probably felt the glare of those who do not believe. They wonder how
we could believe in things we can’t see. It reminds me of Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus.
John 3:1-18 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the
Jewish ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God
were not with him.” Jesus replied, “Very truly | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God
unless they are born again.” “How can someone be born when they are old?”’ Nicodemus
asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” Jesus
answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of
water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should
not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it pleases.
You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with
everyone born of the Spirit.” “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. “You are Israel’s
teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? Very truly | tell you, we speak
of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our
testimony. | have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you
believe if | speak of heavenly things? No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who
came from heaven—the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so
the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the
name of God’s one and only Son. (N1V) Our walk with the LORD is a walk of faith based on
His truth. Many may reject your conversations with them, but in fact they are not rejecting you,
but the Father. Just be faithful and allow God’s Spirit to speak.

Dear LORD, You help us to speak the truth and walk in the light so that others can see
You through us. In Jesus Name, Amen



